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The 7 Chess Imbalances: when assessing positions for planning
· Figure out positive & negative imbalances for both sides

· Play on the side of the board where there is a favorable imbalance (or you can create one)
· Don’t always calculate moves – dream up fantasy positions where your pieces will succeed
· Once you find a good fantasy position, figure out a plan to reach it; or re-think another one

· Look for good moves you wish to calculate the variations for – called “candidate moves”
1) Superior Minor Piece (interplay between Bishops & Knights, making superior)
A) Using the Bishop B) Understanding Knights C) Bishop vs. Knight D) The power of 2 Bishops E) Using 2 Knights to advantage
2) Space (taking over of territory on the chess board)
A) Squeezing B) Disadvantage of Space C) Block before you Punch 

3) Pawn Structure (taking advantage of/preventing weak pawn structures)
A) Weak Pawns & Strong Pawns A) Doubled Pawns B) Isolated Pawns C) Backward Pawns D) Passed Pawns E) The Center under Siege F) The Indestructible Center
4) Control of a key file or square (using files, ranks & diagonals as pathways for your pieces, using squares as homes, domination of a file or creation of a weak square)
A) Weak Squares B) The Creation of A Weakness C) Making Use of a Weak Square D) Penetration down an open file B) Domination of Open Files
5) Material advantage (owning pieces of greater values than your opponent)
A) Material Loss & Sacrifice B) Exchanging material for other imbalances C) Making Use of Extra Material 

6) Lead in Development (having more force in an area of the board; can be temporary)
A) Slow Play vs. Fast Play -- Static vs. Dynamic. B) A lead in development
7) Initiative (dictating the tempo of the game, can also be temporary)

Three Keys to Success: 
A) Mastering Positions With Many Types of Imbalances 
B) Preventing Counterplay

C) The Art of Fighting Back
From Jeremy Silman’s “Reassess Your Chess”, The Complete Chess Mastery Course


