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Three Fishes of Chess Mastery

1. Positional Judgement

2. Eye for the Combination

3. Ability to Analyze Variations

++++++++++ 

1. Positional Judgement 

Types of Games

Combinative-Tactical: Sharp clash of pieces, tricky patterns, tactical shots, traps, threats, counter-threats, calculation of variations, checkmate
Maneuvering -Strategical: Pieces at a distance, piece regrouping, minor pawn advances, and formulating plans for how to proceed rather than analyzing variations
Making a Positional Assessment 

· Make an assessment, than decide the plan for what to do next
· Use the Table of Elements to help assess a position

++++++++++
Table of Elements

Permanent Advantages
1. Material advantage

2. Poor opponent’s King position

3. Passed pawns

4. Weak pawns (of an opponent)

5. Weak squares (of an opponent)

6. Weak color complex (of opponent)

7. Fewer pawn islands

8. Strong pawn center

9. Advantage of 2 Bishops (vs. B+N or N+N)

10. Control of a file

11. Control of a diagonal

12. Control of a rank

Temporary Advantages

1. Poor position of opponent’s pieces

2. Lack of harmony in opponent’s piece placing

3. Piece pressure in the center
4. Advantage in space

